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BACKGROUND

It is common knowledge that granting patent
rights incentivises inventions. This has been
believed to be the primary driving force of the
unprecedented breakthroughs in medicine
and technology. Yet, at a time when the world
has been forced indoors due to a pandemic,
and a life-saving drug is the only hope at the
end of the dark tunnel, one can't help but
wonder, whether it is the reward of monopoly
rights or the pressing need to save lives that a
drug would finally be created to cure COVID-19.

At the same time another question arises, does
discovering medicine and treatments
guarantee accessibility to them? It has been
observed in developing and least developed
countries that numerous preventable deaths
occur due to a lack of access to life saving
drugs; in India alone, more than 100,000
preventable infant deaths occur from
pneumonia every year. This is indicative of a
failure of the patent system. Often the public
health advocates and scholars argue that
monopolies Kkill, by denying access to life -
saving medicines that otherwise could have
been available under an alternative system.

With this background, it is imperative to
discuss the relevance of the patent regime in
the context of life saving drugs.
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